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1. Spirituality: believe for the impossible
“Spirituality” and “Believe for the Impossible” cut across every aspect of the Vision. We are focussing here primarily on the life of the Christian community, but not just in church on Sunday but every day, everywhere. There is no sacred / secular divide. Spirituality also cuts across the other faiths, as we work alongside people of good will for the good of the city.
Something remarkable has happened across Bristol in these last five years or so, which has helped to transform the Church and Bristol society and to “make goodness fashionable” again.

Under the banner, Together for Bristol (T4B), a “unity for mission movement” has reached maturity as a “network of networks”, using a visionary, relational approach, with light structures. 

Church leaders and Christian leaders from the prayer networks and spheres of society (Sport, Health, Education and Young People, Family, Politics and Social Action, Arts, Media and Business and Workplace) have regularly gathered together, building relationships and unity. The facilitators of the spheres of life have formed core teams and had several wider gatherings, including conferences for hundreds, such as “Love Work”.

They have also improved communication across the Christian community, including through websites and other social media. They have worked together and have engaged with people of goodwill, for one purpose: to see every aspect of society in the region changed for the better.

Everyday Christians, from all denominations, streams, class and ethnic backgrounds, have been praying in scores of small groups all across the Bristol region, in churches, homes and workplaces, such as schools (with Pray for Schools and Prayer Space in Schools), businesses and hospitals (such as Southmead). 

Churches have worked together to establish foodbanks, Street Pastors and debt advice centres. They have set up missional communities and had dozens of gatherings in open spaces (such as Parties in the Park, Family Fun Days as part of the Noise, and Keep Sunday Special) to engage with their communities. These and other activities have helped them connect more with working class men in particular.
The whole Church had a  whole year of mission (linked with Hope 2018) to engage with people across the whole region.
They collaborated with the London Institute of Contemporary Christianity (LICC), to help change the mindset of the Christian community, to help release everyday Christians to be missional in ALL aspects of life. They developed a learning hub with LICC, to engage significantly with about 50 churches in the Bristol region by 2020, to help this happen.

Thousands of people have found that God loves them. Their individual lives and families have been transformed as they learn to live God's ways in every area of their lives
2. Opportunity: Realise Potential
“Opportunity” and “Realising potential” cut across every aspect of the Vision. We are focussing here primarily on the “Education and Young people”, and Business and Workplace spheres of life.
Christians believe that a child in Easton has as much right to realise his or her potential as one in Clifton. So over the last few years, churches have set up about two hundred youth groups to connect with young people. Many of these are in the more deprived areas of Bristol, such as Enough, a youth project in Hartcliffe. Many young people, including working-class teenagers, and students have become disciples and, so, are starting to realise their God-given potential. This has been helped by unity among scores of Christian youth and student workers across the region. 

There have been vast improvements in Bristol's schools, especially in behaviour, as a result of a broader approach to education. Every school is a prayed for school, though initiatives like Pray for Schools and Prayer Space in Schools. Christians (including chaplains)  working in dozens of schools are connecting together to pray. Nearly every church is linking with a local school, with activities such as Open the Book, with a thousand volunteers. They are also partnering with World Sport Ministries, bringing coaching to dozens of school, especially in South Bristol. 

Church leaders  have affirmed and released thousands of parents, dinner ladies, teachers, cleaners and governors from the Christian community into Bristol schools. About half of all governors and dinner ladies are Christian. Many others volunteer to help with reading and other skills, such as speaking English as a second language, to help children everywhere realise their potential. There are some excellent projects, such as Black Boys Can, to help teenagers achieve their best in education. Bible Colleges, such as Trinity and others, have educated students to help spread God's Kingdom in all of life.
TThe Bristol region has enjoyed tremendous investment and economic growth over the last five years or so, with thousands of Christians involved in virtually every aspect of business and work. In dozens of workplaces, Christians, including cleaners and managing directors, have formed groups to pray for the peace and prosperity of their company and city. 

They have also increasingly used these resources, as well as their greater involvement in politics, to  help increase equality and justice. In 2015, Bristol was a city of unequal opportunities (for example, the 9 year difference in life expectancy between neighbouring Henleaze and Southmead), with the gap between rich and poor growing. This injustice is now starting to be addressed through the councils' economic policies. The Christian community has also been centrally involved in various social enterprises, such as the Bristol Bond and the Resonance fund, so that more and more people can realise their potential. 

Christians have also helped the growth of Fairtrade in Bristol, which helps children throughout the world benefit from education and so realise their potential and have increased opportunities, as a result of more ethical business.
3. Health: Celebrate Life
“Health” and “Celebrate Life” cut across every aspect of the Vision. We are focussing here primarily on the Health and Sport spheres of life.
Over the last five years or so, Healthcare across the region is being transformed, as Christians have engaged with people of goodwill. Christians including cleaners, porters and consultants, meet to pray regularly in all the hospitals and local churches pray for many General Practices and Community Health Centres. Praying for healing and deliverance has become more common in health care facilities through hospital chaplains, practice nurses and others, as well as in GP clinics and on the streets: Healing on the Streets (HOTS) has seen scores of people being healed each year, when they have been prayed for. A few churches are becoming hubs for community service and are centres for health and fitness, with a Parish Nurse and GP Practice.

More Christians have played an active part in shaping Healthcare management. Christians believe that prevention, not cure, is the key to Health. So, new and innovative approaches to delivering healthcare have been developed. These are based on building relationships and loving the whole person: spiritual, emotional as well as physical. 

Networking within and between disciplines has increased to seek Kingdom solutions to Addiction, Mental Health (which is a priority) and Disability provision. The Addiction Network, for example, connects over a hundred Christians involved in helping free people from addiction. Mindsets are being transformed concerning minority groups, such as disabled or terminally ill people, and HIV patients.
Many individuals and communities are being educated, for example through Christians' involvement in Health and WellBeing Weeks (and the Bristol BlessFest). These include Issues such as low self-worth and eating disorders; healthy lifestyle choices, such as diet, exercise and non-smoking; and disease prevention, such as heart disease, diabetes and STDs.
Christians in Sport have also been radically different over these last five years or so, developing new approaches, again based on loving the whole person. Spirit: enabling sports-minded people to know Jesus. Soul: developing character, and Body: creating opportunities to learn, play and improve health and wellbeing.

Many people are being reached, through involvement in Sport, including well over 200 children making commitments to follow Jesus, at World Sport Ministries' camps across the region. Prayer for Sport has increased greatly over the last few years, with regular prayer gatherings for the region and for Christians in different sports, clubs and teams. Christians are involved as elite players, organisational leaders and grass roots community mobilisers. 

They have increasingly taken action through two key approaches. In Sport: They are equipped to ‘pray’, ‘play’ and ‘say’ . Through Sport: several churches have worked together to reach communities by forming teams of sports minded believers. They prayerfully engage with children, teenagers, and adults through a variety of enjoyable activities. These include schools coaching, community tournaments, skate parks and surfing (through Christian Surfers), game screenings and sports camps. They also tap into major sports event fever, such as the Olympics and World Cups, where believers invite friends to play or watch and hear the good news.
4. Family and Community: live relationally
“Community” and “Live Relationally” cut across every aspect of the Vision. We are focussing here primarily on the Family and Politics / Social Action spheres of life.
Over the last five years or so, more people are getting married, the divorce rate has started to drop and there are fewer teenage pregnancies and single parent families. More children are coming from loving, stable families.. This is partly because churches have run dozens of parenting and family courses linked to organisations like the National Parenting Initiative and Care for the Family. These help give parents the confidence to pass on good values to their children and the practical tools to improve and strengthen family life. Christians have generally modelled good families and have helped pass on their experience to others through scores of “Parent Buddies”, for example. 

They have worked with many families in crisis, such as helping pregnant teenagers, including opening up their homes.  Scores of Christians have fostered children through “Home for Good”. Many Christians have helped build a sense of community in their streets, for example by getting into the habit of blessing their neighbours in practical ways. Other problems have diminished as a result of all this: for example, there are fewer lonely elderly people (and nearly all churches help reduce isolation).

Many Christians have helped bring about Jesus' Luke 4 Manifesto across the Bristol region in the last few years. In 2015, 25% of children lived in poverty in Bristol and 20,000 were fed by Foodbanks run by churches, 25 of which are linked under the 5K Partnership. There are now only a dozen foodbanks because there is less need for them. Churches have also helped scores of  individuals and families get out of debt, through CAP centres (Christians Against Poverty).

As more Christians are getting involved in politics, as councillors or cabinet members, value-driven decision making is starting to become the norm. They have made a primary focus on the need for many more affordable homes and on the Ethical Lettings Charter, This is partly because they work very closely with homeless people, for example, through the Crisis Centre, where scores of Christians volunteer. Over 14,000 people were on the waiting list for affordable homes: in 2014 less than 50 new homes were built (despite a target of 1,000). Christians have helped the number of homes built to rise considerably, through various schemes. 

They fought for Christian organisations to pay a living wage and for Bristol to become a Living Wage City. They also fought for widespread Voter Registration, so that more marginalised voices can be heard. They are working closely with the council and police, helping bring peace to our streets and justice to council policies. These have all helped reduce the number of children in poverty and families accessing Foodbanks.

Many Christians are passionate about Green issues. Many are involved in the leadership of environmental projects, such as community allotments. Only a few organisations, like Green Christian, are specifically Christian, although others have a faith background and connected to many activities through Bristol Green Capital in 2015. Over the last few years they have fought for better more affordable, public transport and cheaper, more sustainable heating, making sure green issues were linked to poverty and justice issues. Many Christians campaigned for global justice and sustainable development, through the Bristol Fairtrade Network, Climate Justice and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). There is, however,  much more awareness raising and action on environmental issues needed by the Christian community as a whole.
5. Sanctuary: embrace the other
“Sanctuary” and “Embrace the Other” cut across every aspect of the Manifesto. We are focussing here primarily on the Politics / Social Action sphere of life.
Over the last five years or so, many Christians have shown practical love to refugees and asylum seekers, through organisations like the Hospitality Network  or Bristol Refugee Rights. Many churches have used Cinnamon Network's Welcome Box. 

Christians have also led the way in working with vulnerable women. Vision for the Vulnerable brought together Christian organisations like Unseen, which disrupts human trafficking and helps survivors, and One25, which builds relationships with street sex workers and sees dozens leaving the streets each year. There are now far fewer women working the streets and far more churches worthy of such guests. 

In addition, over the last few years, Sixty One has brought together about a dozen charities engaging with ex-offenders, helping them to establish themselves back in society and find jobs. For example, Bristol Together has been successful: over 3 years, out of 60 18-24 years old men employed in renovating houses, only 2 have reoffended (3%). The normal rate is 60%, at an average of £37,000 per annum in prison. There have been potential savings to public purse in 3 years of £4million. 
This is an example of social enterprise,  with Christians helping lead the Bristol Bond, a Local Investment Fund, and the Resonance fund. These create jobs for the marginalised, provide access to decent, affordable accommodation, and rehabilitate and support ex-offenders. They also help address the needs of those with life controlling addictions.  So does the  Addiction Network, which brings together Christians involved in this work, like the Life Recovery Group.
There are many examples of Christians from different ethnic backgrounds building friendships and working together, but this needs to happen more and more. The North – South divide in Bristol also needs to be effectively addressed more by the Christian community and by the city as a whole, so that poverty and inequality can be tackled more. We need to help build a sustainable economy that works for everyone - regardless of background, with the Christian community modelling how to help get the city working together.  We need an economy that is inclusive, reduces inequality and eliminates child poverty.
6. Creativity: communicate beauty
“Creativity”  cuts across every aspect of the Manifesto. We are focussing here primarily on the Arts and Media spheres of life.
Over these last five years or so, great changes have also taken place in the worlds of the Arts and Media. The rift between the Arts and the Church across the region has been considerably healed. There is much more affirmation of the creatives'  role to weave stories and connect with community and neighbours in image, sound, movement and word: at a level beyond speech. 

Creatives have gathered more in communities, such as the Group of Artists, for the wellbeing of all. Fewer feel isolated and marginalised. They have explored beauty and truth. They have produced art which comforts the disturbed and disturbs the comfortable. They help to be a voice for those without a voice and to bring justice in all spheres of life. This includes films which raise issues such as human trafficking, or Prodigal Arts and Changing Tunes which work with prisoners. 

So, more creatives are swimming in the cultural mainstream, with Christians gaining greater public profile and funding, leading organisations like Aardmans. But there is a considerable way to go on this journey to seeing creatives fully released.

Over the last five years or so, there have been many more good news stories in the media. These include stories in the Post to boost morale on the Lockleaze estates, or stories on Radio Bristol of the Crisis Centre helping homeless people on the coldest nights. Media training days have encouraged the release of more of these stories. Christian perspectives and values on life and society, including exposing injustice, corruption and bad policies be councils and other organisations, are more apparent. This enriches the media and the lives of the people of the region. 

Christians, for example in the BBC, have gathered regularly for prayer. There have been regular gatherings, linked to MediaNet, to encourage Christians in all aspects of the Media, not just TV, radio, newspapers and film, but also Social Media. They are taking up more key and high-profile roles in Media across the region.
7. Innovation: Radical Pioneering
“Innovation” and “Radical Pioneering” cut across every aspect of the Manifesto. We are focussing here primarily on the Business and Workplace sphere of life.
One of Bristol's characteristics is that it is a place of innovation and radical pioneering. This applies to the Church as well as to the City.

Over the last five years, the Christian community has continued to pioneer in releasing everyone into every aspect of life. The eight different spheres (Sport, Health, Education and Young people, Family, Politics and Social Action, Arts, Media and Business and Workplace) have been reaching maturity in their own ways. They now have established core groups, prayer groups and wider conferences, including on “Love Work”, for hundreds of people.
Collaborating with organisations like the London Institute of Contemporary Christianity (LICC), has helped change the mindset of the Christian community: to help release ALL the Christian community to be missional in  ALL aspects of life. This includes the workplace, where thousands of Christians are involved in virtually every aspect of business and work. This has helped connect with more working class men across the region.
There have been several learning hubs with LICC, to engage significantly with 10% of churches (about 40 to 50) in the Bristol region, which have helped this mindset change to happen.
Many Christian Workplace Groups (CWGs) have been set up, in collaboration with Transform Work UK, across the region, such as in Healthcare, Education, Social Action and the Media. In dozens of workplaces, Christians have formed groups to pray for the peace and prosperity of their company and city. They have helped mould the culture of businesses as well, helping to bring more creative work and decent wages and conditions for employees. This has helped connect with more working class men across the region.
Bristol is a pioneer in business, with more patents and ten times more businesses created per head, than any other UK city. These are especially Hi-Tech start-ups, with Silicon Gorge second only in the world to Silicon Valley. Young entrepreneurs who are Christians, have been mentored in churches such as Woodlands, as they build their businesses.
Christians believe that this prosperity and resources need to help increase equality and justice in the city . Nearly 50% of children in Lawrence Hill (just 1 km from the hi-tech enterprise zone in the Temple Quarter!) were classed as living in poverty in 2015, when the gap between rich are poor was still growing. These sort of injustices are now starting to be addressed through the councils' economic policies, with Christians more in involved in politics over the last five years or so. The Christian community has also been centrally involved in various social enterprises, such as the Bristol Bond and the Resonance fund to help this happen. 
Christians have also pioneered the growth of Fairtrade in Bristol, which helps farmers and their families throughout the world, as a result of more ethical business.
It has been amazing to see all these remarkable changes over the last five years or so, as a result of the Christian community changing: learning to work together to bring God's love and justice to individuals and every aspect of society in the Bristol region. (3370)
