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Islamic extremism, IS, persecuted minorities, Muslims in Britain, Islamophobia, Jesus responses ….. It is an impossible task to cover such a huge range of issues in one short seminar.  Yet we can make a start.  Reductionism – the art of making out difficult issues to be simple – is the enemy of progress in this arena.  Reality is extraordinarily complex and the causes of and solutions for extremism are no exception.  This seminar provides some key, non-hysterical background for understanding the rise of Islamic State (IS) and Islamic (Muslim?) extremism.  It examines three common reductions:
1. Islam and the Qur’an are violent; therefore true Muslims – such as those of ISIS – will inevitably be violent.  The only solution is to expose the Qur’an and Muhammad as frauds.
2. Islam is peace and has nothing to do with the violence, which is all politically motivated.  The solution is to bomb the extremists and defeat them militarily.
3. It is the west that is violent and western imperialist interventions are the cause of all the trouble.  The west has to be humbled.
Each has an element of truth.  No one equation provides a sufficient explanation or solution to the presenting complexity of Islam and its relations with the west.  We have to take into account a great range of factors as diverse as the Baath party, drought, Qur’anic texts, Saudi Arabia, the ‘Arab Spring’ and …. our role.  What can we do?  
· Be better informed and speak the truth
· Pray
· Write to MPs about key votes and debates
· Work with refugees, asylum seekers and the disenchanted
· Love our neighbor – and our enemies!
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